


CONTENTS

THE INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC

© Copyright, by F. C. Spataro

1980 ,
#3,

Bellerose, N.Y,

l'.........’l.. AN E R RN N ENE] 2

A AN AN ENRNNNY)

Mctoay avearrasrrasnssenenas J&

B A R AR RS (R RS EE R R R RS Y ) f
oo (R R R N I NN N Ny
IR RN NN

GHRISTISRISEN
ALLELUIA



(Scliforia[ THE NEED FOR WORKER-PRIESTS

As old as the Church herseif is the tradition of
worker-priests, 5t. Paul earned his living as a tent
maker and served the church with distingtion.

From 5t. Paul's time to the present, the worker-
priest has served the Church and has often opened
new areas for the Church.

Recently in Paris, worker-priesis were employ:
ed to offset tie influenca ot the Communists in
the factories and unions. Because the worker-
priests labor side by side with the laity, they often
can communicate more effectively with their
fellow workera than can the more sheltered parish
priest,

In the United States, worker-priests are necded
for two important reasons. First, many of the
clergy in recent yoars have been recruited from the
middle class; and often disadvantayed areas they
fail to communicate with the inhabitants, As a
result, Amorican churches are largely becoming
middle elass and are losing touch with the working

class.

Christ Catholic Church believes a working snd a
married glergyman is normally better adaptad to
meet the Twenticlh Century challenges to the
Chureh than is'a ceisnate Church-supported clergy.

THE INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC

A clebate clergy is at a disadvantage in
couns:eling concerning groblems of birth conirol
abortion, or divarce, Further, it is difficult for ;
laburing man to idantity with a spiritual leader
who has no callouses on his hands and who knows
nothing of the burnden of supporting a family

Firally, there zre areas in the world where the
Cf'l_urch MUST serve but where resources do not
exist for the support of a full-time clergy. Through
the waorker-priest, the Chyrch can bring the gospel
and the sacraments 1a the smallest most ecn-
nomicatly disadvantaged cominunity in the world

Many will welcome such a priest who might
otherwise fear him as a potential econnmic burden
Lpon their community,

) This is not the need of SVLrY Commiunity nor s
it the calling of every priest. But there is a neetf

and there are, fortunately, men who have been
called,

Such men must have sufficiont lalents to serve
two vocations and sufficient devotion to want to
represent God both at the lathe and at the altar.
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Why a New Church? iﬂg

Why a new church? Why create a new schism at 2 tll'{]c
wheén st Christians, including the great Latin L{ljlurn.h.
once so alaof, are feeling their way towards wnity? Thc
question is phrased in various ways, but it js one which };16
are often asked, by Christians and non-Christians alike, The
unswer is not simple, and it demands careful thought on q;r
part. In this modest pamphlet an altenpl is made to provide
an Answer.

The Catholic Episcopal Chuorch (the Church of the
Servanis of Chyist) is not a “‘new church”. Possibly it is the
fact that its first church building was acquired and ﬂpcnlgd in
England only some four years ago, which has given rise to
this idea.

The Catholic Episcopa) Church is a Church within ihe
0Old Caethoiic Tradiﬂon, and Old Catholicism apart fro;l'n
Utrecht bepan in England. Old Catholicism datcs.bac_k to the
breach with Rome made by the Church of Utrecht in ”U}‘,
when the Archhishop and Chupler were accused of heresy
(an uccusation fostered by the lesuits, but not supported by
the major universities of Europe). In 1870, when a 1p1n0r113
of Gernan, Austrian and Swiss (fathqllcs refused o accept
the “‘pew Catholicism™ of the Vatican decrces on the
lnfullibility and Lniversal Jurisdiction of the Pope, they were
cyeommpnicated by Rome, and were provided with a
Succession by the Choreh of Direcht.

In 1931, The Agreement of Bonn hrought about full
intercnmmunion  between Canterbury and Utrecht: -each
Connneanivn. by this Agreement, recognized the Catholicity of
the oilwer, wod maintained s own.
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It it pot the intention of the writer to develop this
pamphlel inte yet anmother atack on the Anplican  Com-
munion, but in answering the quesiion he sets out 10 answ r,
he must be truthful. The Catholic Episcopal Church cannat
recognize the Catholicity of the Anglican Communion,* and
s could be no part of the Utrecht Union: hence its separate
existence loday,

Why create a new schism? Let it be clearly stated that
the Catholic Episcopal Church regards schism, without due
vause, as @ heimous sin. This century f.is seen an impassioned
move to break down the barriers inat divide Christendom.
The World Council of Churches is the hiving symbol of the
Oecumenical Movement. Faced as the Church is, with apathy
and indifference on the one hand, and with militant atheistic
Communism on the other, Oecumenism has beeome the
panacea for all ills, Docirine is the grear stumbling block,
which is as it should be, for right teaching is all important,
Modermism, “*Christian Agnosticism™, and *Honest 1o God™
theology, are among the many dangers which confront the
Churck from within today, The Christian who believes that
right teaching is essential if the Church is fo presenl the
Gospel to » needy world, is in a difficult position. Emotionally
he is drawn 1o the idea of @ visibly united Church, but if
loeal schemes of union already entered inlo, or projected,
provide a picture of the Coming World Church, this visibly
united *Super Church” will be one with no real agreement
(rather, an agreement to differ) on doctrine, This to the
instructed Catholic is totally unacceptable.

The Catholic Episcopal Church has received, and
unequivocably holds, the Faith of the Undivided Church,
prior to the Great Schism of 1054, s teaching is based on
Haly Scripture, the Creeds, the decisions of the Seven General
Councils, and the teachings of the Fathers, An acceprable
united Church must, of necessity, incorporate these essentialy
of Faith. Any compromise on e nature and function of the
Ministry, Sacramental Dactrine, or the teaching of undivided!
Christendom as expressed by the undisputed General Conneils
must compel rejection bv  those believing in  Flisturiv
Christendom.

*For a statement of our position in this matter see “Frglah (0
Catbolicism™, by A. F. M, Clavier.



The Faith once delivered to the Saints cannot, st not,
be sacrificed for organizationa! cificiency, or superficial unity.
The dialogue between the Churches must continue, and our
fervenl prayer must be “thal they may be one”, but only “in
the Apostles’ Doctrine and fellowship™.

With ali this in mind, there is good reason why a smali
church holding the ancient Faith should continue to work
and grow while people cannot find a home in which they
can hold the faith in umity and truth, The Catholic Episcopal
Church humbly believes that it provides such a home, but its
most fervent desire is to lose 1is identity in a truly united
Church in which there is no compromise or sacrifics of
Catholic Faith or Order.

Why. we are often asked, could not your witness be more
effectively achieved in one of the Churches already established
in England which claim the Historic Faith—the Roman
Church or the Churck of England?

The Romap Church has embarked on & programme of
reform and restatement of the Faith, but a Catholic whose
faith is based on Holy Scripture, the Creeds, the undisputed
General Councils of pre-schism, cannot accept the doctrinal
innovations of Rome, These innovations are of the *‘esse” of
the Roman Church; it is inconceivable that they will be
abandoned.

The Church of England presents a more complex
problem. Difficult to define, divided by mutually contradictory
theologies, riddies with modernism and worse, speaking with
a multitude of voices, it presents aa alarmingly clear picture
of the Coming World Church. A “unity without uniformity™
in which there is no place for the convinced Cathelic—nor
the convinced Protestant, for that matter.

The Catholic Episcopal Church, aware of the sin of
disunity, even more aware of a greater evil—false teaching,
distressed by the “unhappy divisions”, stands where it does
because in conscience it can do not other in faithfulness to
Our Lord and His Gospel. We dare to believe that in England
today there are many who, holding the Ancient Faith are
unaware of an alternalive to their present position, and that
within our Church they could be used to make a valuable
contribution to the work of bringing their countrv back to the
Faith of 1ts Fathers.




PRACTICAL CEHIRISTIAN UNITY

CHRISD'S CHICRCH BY-THESEA A SYMBOL OF THE FUTLURE TRERTY OF
CHRISTIANIT Y I NCW ERA OF RELIGIOUS RECOVERY,

by Henmy [. Cisegher, PivIH

Heligious Kesearch and Soreeys

AITH the appearance of the reports of the U. 5. Census of Re-

lipivus Badies for 1936, our attention was directed to Bullerin

71 oissued in 19M4C by the UL 8 Deparmment of Commerce, Bureau
ab the Census.

We found in this bolletin the name of a small Long Idand, New
York, conercgation, known as Christ’s Chorcheby-the-Sea, and we
ser out to obain some further infermation shout this church,  This
small conpregation has it House of Worship on an island in Jamaica
Bay {near the Rockaways) kowown as Broad Channel, a community
of about 2800 all year residents. On inguiry we discovered that it
ariwinated i 1993 as o spontuoeous celigious society, sponsored by
the Y.MCAL, and for sometime under supervision of the Brooklyn
Federation of Churches. In those doys it was locally called “Union
Chorch” hecause the membership was compesed of Christians who
were affiliated with a number of the principal denominations.  We
wxm discovered one of the most unigque Churches of our time, which
ot humble judgment @5 2n example of practical Christian unity,
o lase Easter Sunday one of our represersatives attended one of
the throe services, and lefe the Church profoundly impressed with
e beaaty of i simple Apestolic litergy.
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In our opinion the Church is one of the mest interesting develop-
ments in years, it the Aeld of relizious unity.  While in sll appear-
ances an ordinary small urban parish, it & very significant, for this
Church is demonstraring in @ very pragiical manner o fundamental
principle of unity; which we believe, is a forcrunner and symbxl of
the trend of Christianity in the new era of religious recovery.

The Church is under the leadership of the Re. Rew. Arthur
Wolfort Brooks, DD, an orthodox Bishop. What is most sipnifi-
cant o us is the fact that in faith and order and ecclesiastical yystem
of administration, this Church is so thoroughly representative of the
basic principle of unity that provailed in the carly Apostolic Church.
It is singular in Prorestancsm to find a typical Protestane Church
conducted upon this basic prnciple of Christian anity. The member-
ship of this Church s composed of communicants whase original
religions backgrounds actually represents a comperite of Cathalic and
Trotestant beritago, ver wisibly united on 2 very sofid foundation. In
1937, this copgregation formally elected to reorganize on the hasis
of ti.w historic Dot of the earhy Apostalic Church; and it may be
aptly defined as an American adapration of the Apostolic Church.
It is no easy thing 1o fargel one’s early relisions afflilintion.  But here
in rhis Church, worshipping together every Sunday are Christians
of Catholic aod Protestant heritaee, all united arcund the Altar and
Lord’s haly table.

All the bitter relipious conflics of the centurics seem 1o be far-
votten,  In the great revolt m Europe, which gave hirth o Protes-
cantism, the sewerance of the DProtestants from the Roman Catholic
Church left many scars upon western Christendom.  In the later
comtroversies that arose in Prowstantism were barn many of the
leading Trotemant denominations.  While there has heent much
serious talk of Church unity, and many conferences have been Tieled
o unite verious sections of Protestantism, we have yor o see th
goat realized. 9



Lo in Chrnst's C urchby-the-Sea may L wit-
nesscd cnen Sunday ® eyl of Christinn uniey, for that Church
pakes U $haly Commomicn mdeed tha Ilessed sacrament of unity,
lo oo ot the Lend's holy table all Sellpw Christians regardless
sinu] afiliation.

ol e i soehaions herisaee amd ot

W think that tutore conferences of the Churcl unity movernent
ler ta find £ basis for reunion of the Churches than

1o turn ack the papes of histary o tae Acsosrolic ae and adort the
I I o

bt e e

s ol the primitive Apoatehe Church,

The Church is the pra-cathedral or See church of the group of
{hristians which for cerporate and pracoival legu] orgunization pur-

poses 18 known as the APOSTOLIC EPISCOFAL CHURCEL, classi-

sred #s an Eastern Chureh by the UL S, Census authorires,
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é\ Teachh Yourself Aramaic

AN ' INTRODUCTION

fi This baook is for the beginners who desire to learn the

: \g') words of Jasus Christ contained in the four gospels. The

“ \E = main selection is trom the sayings of Jesus Christ. The

2 {{; Lotd's prayer and, the Beautitudes recorded in the Gospe!

=% B of Saint Matthew, tha seven i am”’s from the Gospel of

e o S1. John, the seven sayings from the Cross taken from

\ E‘(?‘J) d:fferent Gospels and many other direct statements of our
‘L Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ are reproduced here.

After some initial lessons on the alphabets, vowels etc,

the student is encouraged o plunge into the sayings of

Jesus. Vocabulary of a thousand words are given from
o time so that the studenl can quickiy learn the
language. in vocabulary and in other sentences the
Aramaic is written in its own sctipt. The seccnd column
gives the pronunciation,  The third column is for its
maaning in English. The fourth column is left blank except
in the few initial lessons were the translation in Swedish
language is provided. Because this book is primarily
meant for several people in Sweden who expressed an
earnest desire to learn the langquage of Jesus. But it is
also meant to be used by Germans, Indians and others who
may write the translations of theit own language in the
fourth column. Anybody who knows English can use these
|sssons and learn the Aramaic language.
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| am not trained to be a teacher of that language  But
t have used it for tha last 25 years for liturgy. Mareover,
| was faorced to teash this language to the students in our

Seminary near Trichur, Kerala, India when better gualitied
teachers were not available. | do not claim to be an

expert in Aramaic, But | felt a need for such a book.
Thereiore when the request wa' made to me by Dr. Bertil
Parsson of St. Ephrem’s instittte, Solna, Sweden tor such
a book i ventured to write it

Although | have written several books on the bic-
graphies of my predecessors and on the history and faith of

our Church, the writing of a language text book isa new
experience 10 ms. I have found help trom the Aramaic
Grammar of Fr. Thomas Arayathinal published in Kerala in
1957 which | have been using since | began to teach this
language in 1963 in our Seminary. The selection of
tessons from the sayings of Jesus was a difficult 1ask. But
the Gospels provided the necessary help. For the few
words in Swedish | used, | got help from the small book
»Aramaic idioms of Eshoo (Jesus), Explained’” publiished
trom St. Ephrem’s Instituie” Solna, Sweden.

The lessons are simple encugh fora 5 year old child
to learn. At the same timne it is also useful for an old man
to learn this tanguage for the first 1ime. H a student
studies this book regularly for four months, | hope that he
will have a working knowledgs of this ancient janguage.

The Vilatte Guild 86-11 Commonuwealth Boulevard
18 Bellerose, Long Island 11426

Aramaic is not much used for speaking. Itis a liturgi-
¢al language fortha Assyrians. The Assyrians wha live in
Iraq, lran, Syria, Lebanon and who are scattared through-
out Europs, Amearica, Australia, etc. speak modarn Assyrian
language. Their spoken language is slightly different from
the liturgical languags which they call Lishana Atieka (old
language). This book wili be useful to them to wnder-

stand their hodern Assyrian 100 as most of the words are
the same.

In tne liturgica language toos | have follawed the Eas1
Syrian script and pronunciation used by Christian denomi-
nation ofien called Nestorians. It is slightly different from
W ast Syrian sctipt and pronynciations, They say Kadisho
Alohc when we in Eastern Syriac say Kaddisha Alaha for
Holy God.

| am grateful to Mar Nargai Press, Trichur, one of the
best Printing Presses in the worid, where Aramaic language
could be printed. [hepe that generations to come will use
this book to learn the language of Jesus Christ.

Metropolitan's Palace MAR APREM

TRICHUR - 1, Kerala, India

4o DT e L1y Drrecror International
!

ST EPHREM'S INSTITUTE BERTIL PERSSON

P.O. Box 748
3-171 07 SOLNA
EWEDEN

Secreqary frelerrutin

}1%‘;&.—7—\ PN
ROLF HELLSTROM ;|
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+ Arembishop Uladyslau Ryzy-Ryski

&,~- PEOPLES' UNIVERSITY OF THE AMERICAS
EXISTS WHEREVER THERE IS A NEED FOR ITS SER-
VICES, ALL OF THE AMERICAS IS ITS8 CAMPUS,AND

: A
* ;
Amenican Onthodox (hunch, 318 avenly Av.

Hoy P On ] i TO TEACH IS ITS KISSION,THEREFORE, PHOPLES'
10 Yav Paul f{}.r_nberg of the Mytheran finnish Church UNIVERSITY OF THE AMERICAS IS Nm.’m BE RE_
11 Yev fore Noprhy GAEDED AS BEING LOCATED IN ANY PLACE, OR
o B P i y . WITHIN ANY ONE NATIONAL OR STATE JURISDICTION
le Zev Ur Niehailovitel of the Scrbian Urihodox Church ONLY IT3 PANAMERICAN HEADQUARTERS CAN BE SAID
14 Yoy Dy Yariil Yersson T0 HAVE A SPECIFIC LOCATION FOR PURPOSE OF
AIMINISTRATION,

15 ltev Dr Jean Pailiard of the Roman Catholie

Tounder, Teoples’ ilniversity ol the Amenicas

16 Hev PI‘Uf Dr Yousef Said of the Syrian Orthodox

2 True Strength!
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: July 8, 197¢ g
THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF
JOSEPH RENE VILATTE

by Francis Cajetan Spataro, ML.A.
past-President of The Vilatle Guild

As the past President of The Vilatte Guild, named in
honor of Joseph Rene Vilatle (1854 - 1929), the tirst Old Catholic
priest in the United States, I feel qualified o make a briel stalement
un the condition of Old Catholicism in this country. When the
Guild was founded on June 2bH, 1976, it came out of a small hut
active congragalion of (he Philippine Independent Church in New
York Gty. This Old Caiholiec denomination is in communion wilh
ithe Mother Chruch in Ulrechl, Holland, and since 1965, the
Philippine Church has been a member of the Old Catholic Union
of Utrechl formed in 1889,

The success of The Vilatte Guild in the United Stales
has encouraped Old Gatholic Uergy in both Ausiralia, and Eorope,
to establish similar ecumenically-minded organizations.  While Old
Catholics” i the United Siales are still fragmenied inlo many
denominations, like their Protestant brothers, the example of The
Vilatle Guild is an encouragement Lo both clergy and laity, who
{inally realize that the Old Gatholic Church has contribuied, is
contributing, and will continue to contribute to the modern thrusi
of ecumenism, The Union of Utrecht can be considered one of
the first such ecumenical reunion movements in the world, bringing
together churches of the Old Catholic family from Europe, America,
and Asis.  The twe largest Old Catholic denominations in the world,
the Polish Nailonal Catholie Church and the bhilippine Independeni
Chureh belong (o this inlernational union.

THE VILATTE GUILD
86 - 11 Commonwealih Blvd.
Bellerose, Long Island 11426

On July 8th, of this year, The Vilatle Guild wil!
commemorate the gl)th Anniversary of the death of Jqsep!hSl}'h;n_e
Vilstte, who was a pioneer of Old Gatholicism in the Unitec o :1‘Ebi
Orduined in 1885 by the Swiss Old Catholic b]sh(:p, Dir. ‘ ‘;‘Lil?-
Herzog, Villatte worked, until his retirement m_192a, to spreat ‘(.
message of Old  Catholicism as a viable middle way_hel_.we;nj
Ultrumontanism and Modernism. A lasting memorial Lo him 1_nlh ¢
United Staies, the vigorous Alrican Orthadox Church I\_chiLl K
membership well over 20,000, is living proof ol this m;ﬁ_j\i_ ll’l
consecrating, in 1921, a black man, Ceorge Alexander McGuire,
to lead this Church.




CERTIFICATE

"rhe Russion Ecclesisstical Corsisiory-of Alnsks,
Son Frapcisee, Cols
Mey 9,1891,

By the Grzee of God end the Avibority bestowed oc me by the
Apootolic Succesgion, I, VLIDILIR, Bishop of the Orthodox Catholw
—ie Churchonrounce to ull 01"1"""'_}'._.91'1 of the different¢ Chriatien
derorincticns ond to all ¢1d Cetkolics thot The Reverend Joseph
Rere Vilotie,Snperior of the 01¢ Cetlolic Porigh im Dyclesville,
Visz,is now & true 01d Cotlholie Orthodox Chrisiico,under ihe
Pctmna"e of our Chureh,end no Bishop or Priest ¢f eny denominnt-
—icn has the right to interdmt fin or to znspaod hia religicus
duties yezeept the Holy Synoa ¢f the BEnssien Clurch,ocd oy-
—self. hny cction contrary to this declorction;is null ead void
on the besie of liberty ¢f congcionse and the lew of this ccuntry,

VLADIMIR,
Bisbop of the Greco~Russion Orthodex Ch,”
From p. 50, My Relatione With the {piscopal (hurch
65: j. R. Vilatte
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